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OUR ROYAL  
FOUNDING PATRON 

‘In establishing the School, it was our hope that we could provide 
a space in which expert teachers could help our students to see 
the world with greater clarity and sensitivity, whether that 
vision was ultimately expressed through painting, sculpture, 
illustration, animation, film or design. It is my firm belief that 
drawing is one of the most direct ways of engaging with the world 
and, like music and dance, needs to be taught and practised 
throughout an artist’s life.

The Royal Drawing School [is] dedicated to ensuring  that 
observational drawing remains an evolving and vital force in 
the arts, in perpetuity. I am determined that the Royal Drawing 
School will continue to grow as a specialist, educational resource 
of international standing and that it will remain open to all, 
regardless of background or circumstance.’

HRH The Prince of Wales, Royal Founding Patron

HRH The Prince of Wales 

Royal Drawing School

Founded by HRH The Prince of Wales and artist Catherine 
Goodman, the Royal Drawing School is an independent art 
school that aims to raise the standard and profile of drawing 
through teaching and practise. Over the years, the School 
has forged a unique and vital place in the art education 
landscape. Alongside The Foundation Year, the Royal 
Drawing School offers an MA-level postgraduate programme, 
public courses for adults and children, bespoke drawing 
courses and an international residencies programme. 

OVERVIEW

Careers in the Creative Industries

The creative industries are thriving in the UK, currently 
growing at nearly triple the rate of the wider UK economy. 
Worth over £92 billion, this sector provides 6.1% of jobs, 
approximately 2 million over all. By providing a stimulating 
and challenging experience during The Foundation Year, 
students are prepared for degree level study in a wide range of 
creative subjects. The course helps to establish a work pattern 
that will sustain students throughout their degree and onto a 
career in the ever-expanding creative industries. 

 



The Foundation Year

The Foundation Year is an intensive one year skills-based 
course designed to help students develop the making and 
thinking skills needed for progression to top-ranking 
universities in the UK and abroad. The course provides a 
route to a number of careers in the creative industries 
including Graphic Design, Illustration, Architecture, 
Photography, Fashion, Set Design and Fine Art. 

Curriculum
The year is made up of three stages spread over three terms, 
during which students explore different approaches to 
observation and experimentation in preparation for 
expression of their personal ideas in Fine Art and Design. 
The structure of the course progresses from tutor-led 
assignments and workshops towards self-directed study, 
culminating in an End of Year Exhibition. 

Contextual studies
A Contextual Studies programme runs throughout the year; 
every Friday students attend a morning lecture from art 
historian Antje Southern which is followed by a visit to one 
of London’s galleries or museums in the afternoon. This 
component of the course develops skills in analysing and 
critiquing artistic practices and introduces methods of inter-
preting and evaluating information. Students also attend a 
weekly evening lecture with our postgraduate students which 
allows them to be introduced to MA-level discussion and 
critical theory.

‘It’s really great to be on a course where 
everyone is passionate about the same thing. 
It is a creative and supportive environment 
which I feel has allowed my work to flourish.’
Ewan White (2016-17), Slade School of Fine Art (UCL)

Why study with us?

With a maximum of 50 students per year and 5-days teaching 
per week, students on The Foundation Year have an 
unparalleled number of teaching hours throughout the 
course including step-by-step guidance through the 
university application process. 

Based at Trinity Buoy Wharf in London’s Docklands, 
students benefit from an individual studio space in the 
heart of this creative community and the School is also able 
to provide special access to the city’s galleries and collections 
not usually open to the public as well a Painting Residency at 
Dumfries House, Scotland – an estate carefully restored by 
HRH The Prince of Wales.

An intensive programme with 5-days teaching per week

50 students per year, small workshop groups and 
one-to-one tutorials 

Individual studio space for each student

Step-by-step guidance through the university application 
process and progression to BA courses at top-ranking 
universities 

Personal Tutors offering advice, expertise and support 
on a regular basis 

Contextual Studies programme including weekly art 
history and contemporary practice lectures and visits to 
London’s art galleries and museums 

Studios located in an established creative community in 
an inspiring part of London’s Docklands

Dedicated International Pastoral Liaison Officer to look 
after specific needs of international students

Programme of social events throughout the year, organised 
by alumni of the Royal Drawing School’s postgraduate 
programme, The Drawing Year 

End of Year Exhibition at Trinity Buoy Wharf  

One week Painting Residency at Dumfries House, Scotland 

The opportunity to join the successful network of Royal 
Drawing School alumni



London is the most popular student city in the world with 
international students from over 200 countries studying in 
the UK’s capital every year. The various districts of the city 
have their own character and offer something different. The 
East of London is the home to both The Foundation Year 
studios in Trinity Buoy Wharf, Docklands as well as the Royal 
Drawing School’s primary site in Shoreditch. This cutting 
edge area is at the heart of the city’s creative industries and 
home to the art, design and fashion scene. With independent 
galleries and businesses, a busy café and restaurant culture, 
boutique shopping and exciting nightlife East London has 
a lot to offer art students. The West of the capital is where 
many of the well-known tourist attractions can be found as 
well as shopping streets, theatres and government buildings 
and some of the city’s largest parks including Richmond 
Park, Hyde Park, and just outside of London, Windsor Great 
Park. North London is known for its eclectic music venues, 
peaceful canal walks and bustling markets whilst South 
London is home to the O2 Arena, Greenwich Park and Royal 
Observatory and Borough Market.

For those studying a creative arts subject, London provides 
an unparalleled selection of more than 1000 galleries and 
museums with world-class collections including the National 
Gallery, Tate Modern and Tate Britain, the V&A, the British 
Museum and the National Portrait Gallery, all of which are 
free to visit. In addition, the city is at the heart of the 
international contemporary art scene playing host to a 
number of major international art fairs every year such as 
Frieze Art Fair and Frieze Masters, London Art Fair and Photo 
London as well as being the home of leading commercial 
galleries; White Cube, Whitechapel Gallery, Saatchi Gallery, 
Victoria Miro, Hayward Gallery, the Serpentine Galleries and 
Flowers.

STUDY  
IN LONDON

The art student community in London is thriving; with 
over 40 art schools and universities in the city, networking 
opportunities, student-led artist collectives, exhibition 
opportunities and private views enable students to 
develop their practice and forge relationships within the 
contemporary art world. London’s art students also benefit 
from discounted entry to popular exhibitions and reductions 
on art materials in art shops throughout the city.

London is a global city and one of the most diverse capitals 
in the world, which it celebrates through a variety of public 
cultural events throughout the year such as London Design 
Festival, Notting Hill Carnival, The London Marathon, 
London Tech Week, Chinese New Year celebrations, Summer 
Screen at Somerset House, London Film Festival and London 
Fashion Week. Well-known characteristically British events 
also take place in London every year including The Proms, 
Wimbledon Tennis Championships, RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show, Trooping the Colour and the Oxford and Cambridge 
Boat Race.



If students are offered, and have accepted, a place on The 
Foundation Year, they will be sent a list of recommended 
accommodation options which have been carefully selected 
with our students in mind. 

The Foundation Year partners with Unite Students who 
provide safe and modern accommodation for our students 
to live in during their time in London. Most properties are 
located within 45 minutes of Trinity Buoy Wharf and come 
fully equipped with wi-fi, inclusive bills, contents insurance, 
study spaces and social areas. There are rooms to suit all 
needs from a room in a shared flat, en suite rooms or inde-
pendent flats. Welcome packs which include bedding and 
kitchen equipment can also be requested. Students should 
expect to pay between £150 - £500 per week. For those arriving 
in London before the start of term, there is also the option to 
stay in short term accommodation before you move into your 
flat.
 
To find out more about Unite Students visit 
www.unitestudents.com

ACCOMMODATION

‘One of the most important things that I got 
from the course was the support that tutors 
offered going through the university 
application process. There was help in 
choosing portfolio pieces and even one-to-one 
interview practice. The School supported 
me by building my confidence so I could gain 
the skills and experience to do well on my 
BA course once I started.’
Laura Goodman (2016-17), Glasgow School of Art

London’s exceptional transport network, TfL, enables 
students to get around the city with ease, both during the 
day and at night, at an affordable rate with 18+ Oyster cards. 
The city is also uniquely linked to the rest of the UK via 
National Rail; from coastal Cornwall in the south west, up to 
Edinburgh in Scotland. Mainland Europe is also on London’s 
doorstep, with Eurostar running regular trains to France, the 
Netherlands and Brussels and the capital’s six airports make 
it one of the best internationally connected cities in the world.

For international students hoping to go on to study at a 
UK university, joining The Foundation Year provides an 
important intermediary step which will build skills and refine 
students’ art practice, whilst also providing time to become 
familiar with London and the UK. Students will receive 
guidance and advice on university applications from a 
supportive and experienced team of faculty and staff to ensure 
they progress to the right undergraduate course for them.



INTERNATIONAL  
STUDENT SUPPORT

With a maximum intake of 50 students on the course the 
School is able to offer students a high level of both academic 
and pastoral support throughout the year, fostering a tight 
knit community of peers, staff and teaching faculty. 

International Pastoral Liaison Officer

For all non-academic needs, the first point of contact for 
international students will be the International Pastoral 
Liaison Officer. They will be in touch with students before 
they arrive in the UK, helping them find accommodation, 
providing information about language courses, living in 
London, travelling to the UK and arranging airport picks ups. 
Once students are enrolled on the course the Officer will be 
available throughout the week to speak to about any personal 
matters and to help them settle in.

Academic support

During the first term of The Foundation Year, the majority 
of students apply to undergraduate courses at universities in 
the UK and abroad. Our experienced staff will guide students 
through the university application process from start to 
finish; from researching the right course, to portfolio 
preparation and mock interviews. Since the inception of 
the course in 2012, all students have been awarded places 
at top-ranking universities such as The Slade School of 
Fine Art (UCL); University of the Arts London: Central Saint 
Martin’s, Chelsea College of Arts, Camberwell College 
of Arts, Wimbledon College of Arts, London College of 
Communication;  Goldsmiths, University of London; 
University of Oxford; and Glasgow School of Art. 

Personal Tutors are key to the development of student 
practice throughout the year. Students will be partnered 
with their Personal Tutors in Week 5, allowing time to match 
the specialisms and the needs of each student. They will 
guide students in the progression of their personal projects 
through regular one-to-one tutorials throughout each term. 
Course Leaders will also meet with students on a regular 
basis making sure they are on track, offering their collective 
advice and experience.

In addition, tutorials with various other faculty members are 
arranged for students on a rotational basis. These tutors, who 
are also practicing artists, will share their expertise, listen to 
ideas and provide a new perspective on student practice.

Further pastoral support

Students have access to pastoral support throughout their 
time on The Foundation Year enabling them to speak in 
confidence with Foundation Year staff or their International 
Pastoral Liaison Officer. At the start of the each term 
individual meetings will be scheduled with the Foundation 
Programme Manager to identify the support required by each 
student. The School operates an ‘open door’ policy at all times 
allowing students to speak to staff at any point throughout 
the week. In addition, we have strong ties with organisations 
within the local community including an external counselling 
service, ensuring student needs are met if they fall outside 
our expertise. Students receive a Student Handbook on the 
induction day at the start of the year which provides 
information on publicly available student support in the 
form of local GP services, drop-in centres and specialist 
support organisations.

Safety and ecurity 

The safety and security of our students is very important to us 
throughout their time on the Foundation Year. During term 
time, from Monday to Friday (9am – 5pm) students are at 
the studios in Trinity Buoy Wharf. The course is overseen by 
Foundation Year staff, faculty and technicians. Students are 
provided with codes to access the Foundation Year buildings 
and must sign in and out as they come and go. CCTV 
continually monitors the premises. On Friday afternoons, 
students are off-site visiting London’s galleries and 
museums with Antje Southern (Contextual Studies pro-
gramme Curator).

Unite Students accommodation is managed by a team of 
staff and access is controlled by either a secure fob or card 
system and each bedroom has a door lock. There is CCTV at 
every property and a 24 hour safety and security team ready to 
respond to any incident. In case of emergency during holidays 
and at weekends, students can contact the Unite Students 
welfare team who are available 24 hours a day, 7 days per week. 
They will be in touch with the International Pastoral Liaison 
Officer should they need to.

‘The community of The Foundation Year is 
one of its most important aspects. I was 
constantly surrounded by other students who 
were devoted to spending five days a week, 
if not more, to advancing their practice. 
I have gained as much support from my 
peers as I have from the tutors.’
Larry Cotton (2017-18), Slade School of Fine Art (UCL)



CO-CURRICULAR & 
SOCIAL 

Throughout the year the Royal Drawing School runs 
co-curricular and social events for students, some designed 
specifically with international students in mind. Alumni of 
The Drawing Year, the School’s postgraduate programme, 
plan a programme of arts events that take place during 
evenings and at weekends including gallery visits, drawing in 
London and day trips. Students are also encouraged to attend 
other School events including the monthly Supper Clubs 
with Drawing Year students, alumni and students from other 
London art schools; free etching and life drawing sessions in 
our Shoreditch studios; and the private views of exhibitions 
throughout the year in the School’s gallery.

Painting Residency at Dumfries House

At the end of the year, all Foundation Year students have the 
opportunity to take part in a week-long summer Painting 
Residency to Dumfries House in East Ayrshire, Scotland, an 
estate carefully restored by HRH The Prince of Wales in 2007. 
In celebration of the year’s hard work, students spend the 
week drawing and painting alongside their tutors in a diverse 
and inspiring environment. Dumfries House provides a rich 
artists’ resource, with collections of 18th century furniture, 
textiles and paintings on loan from the National Gallery of 
Scotland. The House is located in 2,000 acres of Scottish 
landscape. Students attending the Painting Residency are 
asked to pay their own train fare to Scotland but it otherwise 
fully funded. 

Application overview

Step 1 Fill in the online application form and submit  
digital portfolio

Step 2 Submit a drawing exercise by post 

Step 3 Shortlisted candidates are interviewed via video call

Step 4 If a place is offered and accepted, students pay full 
fees of £19,950, within 10 days of the offer (including a 
non-refundable administration fee of £500)

Step 5 Provide the School with the necessary documentation 
to receive your CAS number

Step 6 Apply for Tier 4 (General) student visa, issued by the 
UK Home Office (and pay relevant visa application 
fees)

Step 7 Liaise with School about arrival dates, accommodation 
and arrangement of airport collection

*Please see our website for key dates and deadlines

Entry requirements

Students applying to The Foundation Year from outside of the 
UK must be able to fulfil the following requirements:

– The Foundation Year accepts students from outside of 
the UK providing they have a Tier 4 (General) student visa* 
that allows them to study in the UK. You can read more 
about the visa application progress under Immigration & 
Visas.

– Applicants must provide proof of their English language 
proficiency to apply for a Tier 4 (General) student visa. 
Further information can be found in Immigration & Visas.

– Applicants should be 18 or over on 1st September of the 
year that they will begin the course. The Foundation Year 
is tailored to school leavers however, on occasion, we are 
also able to accept mature students.

APPLICATIONS &  
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

*Subject to UKVI approval



FOUNDATION YEAR 
APPLICATIONS

How do I apply to The Foundation Year?

Online application
The first step is to complete the online application which 
includes a digital portfolio submission and a personal 
statement, written in English, about why you would like to 
study on this course.

Digital portfolio submission
In your digital portfolio you will need to upload 20 high 
resolution photographs of your work. Images should be saved 
as JPG or PNG files, no larger than 200 dpi / 4MB per image 
file. These works must have been created within the past  
three years.

The works will include:

– 10 drawings in dry media (e.g. graphite, charcoal, chalk, 
pastel, Conté)

– 10 additional works in other media (e.g. painting, 
photography, sculpture, print, animation*)

*Animators may submit 2 short video files included within 
their additional works. Please limit each video file to 2 min-
utes / max 8MB per video.

Images files must be labelled in the following way:

– Title of Work_Dimensions_Medium.jpeg 
i.e. 
Untitled_25x25_CharcoalOnPaper.jpeg  
(dimensions should be calculated in centimetres)

Q. What should I submit in my digital portfolio?
The portfolio should display a sense of personal investigation 
through a range of drawing and painting media. Your work 
should include examples of:

– Drawings that express a curiosity for looking at the 
world around you, these should be made directly from 
observation as well as drawings made from photography.

– Pieces that demonstrate an ability to work across a 
range of materials, media and sizes. Please include 
photographic evidence of any 3D work, installations or 
larger pieces where applicable.

If selected for video call interview, as well as the work 
submitted in your digital portfolio, you should show 
sketchbooks demonstrating your personal artistic ideas 
and direction as well as exhibition/gallery responses and 
inspiration from artists.

Drawing exercise
Details of the short drawing exercise, the address to post it to 
and the deadline for submissions will be emailed to you once 
your online application has been received.

Shortlisted applicants
Applicants will be shortlisted by our assessment panel and 
selected candidates will be invited to interview over video call. 
These interviews will be organised on a case-by-case basis at 
the convenience of both the candidate and the School and 
should last approximately half an hour. Students should be 
able to present and discuss their portfolio of work and their 
sketchbooks.



IMMIGRATION &  
VISAS

The Royal Drawing School welcomes all international 
students. Please contact the British Council in your region 
for further advice on how to apply to study in the UK. You 
can also check the UK Home Office or UK Council for 
International Student Affairs (UKCISA) websites for detailed 
visa information and application advice. These website 
addresses can be found at the back of this booklet.

Students applying from a country within the EU/EEA should 
apply using the UK application process*. Please visit our 
website for further details.

Visas

In order to enrol on The Foundation Year, international 
students will need to apply for a Tier 4 (General) student visa 
to study in the UK,** unless you hold an EU/EEA or Swiss 
passport. It is important to note that there is a limit to the 
amount of time you can study in the UK on a Tier 4 (General) 
student visa. You should therefore plan your study carefully 
to ensure you can complete the course which runs for ten 
months from September to June.

If you are already in the UK under a different immigration 
category and are not restricted from studying, your 
application will be considered. You will need to provide 
evidence of this permission before enrolling on the course. 

Q. How do I qualify for a Tier 4 (General) visa?
In order to qualify for a Tier 4 (General) student visa you must 
have a valid Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS 
number) from a fully licensed Tier 4 sponsor. The Royal 
Drawing School will be your sponsor and will provide you 
with a CAS number once your place on the course has been 
offered and accepted.** You must also have enough money to 
cover course fees and monthly living costs.

CAS number

1 Full fee payment
In order to obtain your CAS number you must pay the full 
course fees for The Foundation Year course. (Please see the 
International fees section for our refund policy.)

You must email the following information and 
documentation to -
foundationadmissions@royaldrawingschool.org

2 Copy of your passport / current visa 
You must provide us with full-colour legible copies of your 
passport photo page and any current or past UK study visas. 
Please provide all relevant passport pages if you have had 
visas on more than one passport.

3 Bank statement
You must provide bank statements as evidence of your ability 
to cover your living expenses whilst studying at the Royal 
Drawing School. The figure set by U.K. Government is £1,265 
per month. You must provide evidence of funds equal to 
every calendar month of study (10 months). If your study 
time includes a partial month, this is rounded up. Even if you 
are studying for longer, you need only provide evidence 
equivalent to ten months of living expenses. This totals 
£12,650. The full amount of money must be held in the 
account for at least 28 consecutive days.

Please note: The closing balance must not be more than 31 days 
old on the date you submit your visa application form and pay 
the visa application fee of £500 to the UK Home Office. Any 
financial statements that belong to a third party should to be 
linked to you by the provision of proof of your relationship.

4 Previous academic qualifications
You must provide us with scanned high resolution copies of 
your previous academic qualifications, along with certified 
translations where necessary.

5 Academic reference
You will need to provide us with an academic reference 
written in English by your current or most recent school or 
higher education provider, either on official headed-paper, or 
via email from an official education provider’s address direct 
to: foundationadmissions@royaldrawingschool.org

6 English language qualifications
Applicants must provide proof of their English language 
proficiency to apply for a Tier 4 (General) student visa. 
This means passing a secure English language test (SELT). 
Applicants will need to pass at level B1 SELT in reading, 
writing, listening and speaking from an approved provider. 
The Royal Drawing School requires evidence of achieving a 
score of 6.0 or above, with a minimum of 5.0 in all four areas 
of the IELTS. 

The School only accept other means of assessment in lieu of 
SELT if:

– The applicant holds a degree level qualification from, 
OR are a national (passport holder) of: Antigua & 
Barbuda; Australia; the Bahamas; Barbados; Belize; 
Canada; Dominica; Grenada; Guyana; Ireland; Jamaica; 
New Zealand; St Kitts & Nevis; St Lucia; St Vincent & the 
Grenadines; Trinidad & Tobago; UK; USA; 
OR

–  The applicant has studied in the UK before as a Tier 4 
(Child) student; 
OR

–  The applicant is applying to come to the UK for a study 
abroad programme as part of a university degree course 
in the USA

*Subject to change due to ongoing political negotiations. 
Please check our website for the most up to date information 
on the visa status of EU citizens applying to study in the UK.

** Subject to UKVI approval



INTERNATIONAL  
FAQs

Q.Are the entry requirements for the course different for 
international students?
The application process for international applicants is the 
same as for UK/EEA applicants. However, the School will 
require international applicants to have a Tier 4 (General) 
student visa and must provide proof of their English 
language proficiency. Please see Immigration and Visas for 
further details.

Q. I am applying from a country inside the EU/EEA, how 
should I apply?
Students applying from a country within the EU/EEA should 
apply using the UK application process.*  Please visit our 
website for details.

Q.Will someone be able to check my documents before 
submitting them to the UK Home Office?
We advise that all international students work with an agent 
in their country who will be able to guide them through 
the application process and check their documents before 
submitting them. Staff at the Royal Drawing School will be 
able to answer questions but will not be able to check your 
documentation or assist with your visa application.

Q.Can I speak to a member of staff before I apply?
Yes, our Foundation Year Team are on hand from 9am – 5pm 
(GMT) from Monday to Friday during term time. We are able 
to arrange a phone or video call at a time that is convenient 
for you during these working hours.

Q.Can I visit The Foundation Year before I apply?
Yes, we welcome visits from potential students during 
term-time throughout the academic year. To arrange a 
visit, please contact The Foundation Year Manager at 
foundationadmissions@royaldrawingschool.org, who will 
be able to help you plan your visit and answer any questions. 
Please see our website for term dates, Open Days and Taster 
Workshops.

Q.Will I be able to access healthcare whilst I study?
Yes, Tier 4 (General) student visa applicants will need to pay 
the Immigration Health Surcharge (IHS) as part of their visa 
application. The fee you pay is based on the duration of your 
visa rather than the duration of your course. The surcharge 
will be a fee of £150 per year for each year you are in the UK. 
Once payment has been made, you will receive a reference 
number starting with ‘IHS’. Paying this charge entitles you to 
receive free health services from the National Health Services 
(NHS) while you are in the UK.

Q.Will I need a UK bank account?
Yes, we recommend that you open a UK bank for the period 
that you are living and studying in the UK. Often UK banks 
require a UK address to open an account, so depending on 
which bank you choose, you may need to secure your 
accommodation first. You should inform your bank in your 
home country of your intention to open a UK account, they 
may have a relationship with a UK bank which will help you 
to set up an account more easily. Opening a new account can 
take between 3 and 4 weeks, so make sure you have adequate 
funds for this period. Please check that you are able to use 
your home country bank card in the UK before you arrive. 
Foundation Year staff can offer you further assistance in 
opening a UK account once you have arrived in the country.

Q.Does The Foundation Year provide accommodation for 
international students?
Yes, The Foundation Year partners with Unite Students who 
provide safe and modern accommodation for our students 
to live in during their time in London. Most properties are 
located within 45 minutes of Trinity Buoy Wharf. Students 
should expect to pay between £150 - £500 per week. Please see 
Accommodation for more information

Q.What qualification will I receive after completing the 
course?
On completion of The Foundation Year, students will be 
awarded a Level 4 Diploma in Fine Art.**

Q.Can I continue to study in the UK after The Foundation 
Year?
If you have been offered a place at a UK university or place of 
study, you can reapply for a new Tier 4 (General) student visa 
to continue your studies in the UK.

*Subject to change due to ongoing political negotiations. 
Please check our website for the most up to date information 
on the visa status of EU citizens applying to study in the UK.

** Subject to UKVI approval



INTERNATIONAL  
FEES

Course fees

Course fees for the Academic year 2019-20 are £19,950. This 
fee includes a non-refundable administration fee of £500.

Payments and refunds 

International fee payment
In order for the Royal Drawing School to issue international 
students a CAS number, course fees must be paid in full 
(which includes a non-refundable administration fee of £500) 
within 10 days of a formal offer. Please note that should Tier 
4 visa applications be unsuccessful, course fees will be fully 
refunded excluding the £500 administration fee. For more 
information see the International Refunds and Fees Policy.

International refunds
Refunds are not given to international students on a Tier 4 
(General) student visa once the course has started, unless 
the student has approved extenuating circumstances (see 
Extenuating Circumstances Policy). A refund of 75% of the 
course fee (excluding the administration fee) can be arranged 
if the applicant withdraws before the 1 August i.e. £14,587.50. 
A refund of 50% of the course fee (excluding the administra-
tion fee) can be arranged if the applicant withdraws before 
the 1st September i.e. £9725.

USEFUL WEBSITES

Pre-application
 
Visas and immigration:
www.britishcouncil.org
study-uk.britishcouncil.org 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/
uk-visas-and-immigration

Language services:
UKVI approved language providors -
www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-
applying-for-uk-visa-approved-english-language-tests
www.ielts.org
 
Studying in the UK:
www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/
ucas-undergraduate-international-and-eu-students
www.studylondon.ac.uk

Accommodation:
www.unitestudents.com/london
 

Whilst studying in the UK
 
Getting to know London:
www.timeout.com/london
www.visitlondon.com
londonist.com
secretldn.com
 
Travel:
tfl.gov.uk 
www.nationalrail.co.uk
 
TV licence:
www.gov.uk/tv-licence
 
Heath services:
www.nhs.uk
www.bupa.co.uk
 
Driving in the UK:
www.gov.uk/browse/driving/driving-uk-and-abroad
 
Emergency services:
Dial 999 for Police, Ambulance or Fire Brigade



Royal Drawing School
The Foundation Year
Studio 1, Main Stores Building
4 Trinity Buoy Wharf
London E14 0FG
Registered Charity 1101538

T +44 (0)20 7536 9688
E foundationyear@royaldrawingschool.org 
twitter.com/RoyalDrawing
instagram.com/RoyalDrawingSchool
facebook.com/RoyalDrawingSchool
www.royaldrawingschool.org


